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2008 Post Election Polls (NYSILC & ASILC)
I. Introduction
The New York Statewide Independent Living Council (NYSILC) commissioned Zogby International to conduct an online survey of 998 voters in New York from November 7-12, 2008. A disability self-identification question was introduced to help track the trends of voters with disabilities. NYSILC added six disability-related voting questions to standard questions related to party affiliation and candidate choice for the Presidential election. Zogby also asked a series of demographic questions to get profiles of the sample group. Slight weights were added to party, age, race, gender, education to more accurately reflect the population. The margin of error is +/- 3.2 percentage points. Margins of error are higher in sub-groups.
II. New York Poll Questions
The following questions were presented to the entire sample group. The percentages and numbers reflect their responses.

1. Who did you vote for U.S. President?



%

#
· Barrack Obama





62%

620

· John McCain






37%

368

· Other







1%

9

2. Party affiliation?






%

#
· Democrat






49%

494

· Republican






26%

257

· Independent






25%

247

3. Do you have a disability or medical condition that

%

#
    impacts your mobility, hearing, sight, cognitive,

    or mental abilities?
· Yes







8%

79
· No







91%

914

· Not sure






1%

5

4. Did you encounter a physical barrier at the polling place?
%

#
· Yes







2%

17
· No







98%

978

· Not sure






0%

2
5. Were you given the opportunity to vote on a Ballot

%

#
    Marking Device, or BMD?
· Yes







8%

76
· No







75%

750

· Not sure






17%

172

6. Did you vote on a Ballot Marking Device?


%

#
· Yes







5%

50

· No







84%

837

· Not sure






11%

111

7. Did you feel the poll workers were adequately trained
%

#
    and knowledgeable about voting technology and your

    needs?
· Yes







77%

769
· No







11%

105

· Not sure






12%

125

8. Were you able to vote privately without someone seeing
%

#
    your vote choices?
· Yes







97%

969
· No







2%

20

· Not sure






1%

9

9. Were you able to vote independently by yourself?

%

#
· Yes







99%

987

· No







1%

9

· Not sure






0%

3

III. Demographics for New York Voters with Disabilities
Zogby also conducted cross tabulations on the data for the questions for a series of demographic questions. By using question number three, “Do you have a disability or medical condition that    impacts your mobility, hearing, sight, cognitive, or mental abilities,” cross tabulation data could identify the demographics of a subgroup of voters with disabilities. Overall, there were a total of seventy-nine (79) individuals in this subgroup.

1. Race







%

#
· White







63%

50

· African American





19%

15

· Hispanic






3%

2

· Asian







5%

4

· Other







10%

8

2. Age Group







%

#
· 18-29







8%

6

· 30-49







35%

28

· 50-64







32%

25

· 65+







25%

20

3. Education







%

#
· No college degree





51%

40

· College Degree+





49%

39

4. Religion







%

#
· Catholic






28%

22
· Protestant






35%

28

· Jewish






10%

8

· Other/None






27%

21

5. Live/Location






%

#
· Large City






35%

28

· Small City






16%

13

· Suburbs






25%

20

· Rural







24%

18

6. Income







%

#
· <$25K







11%

9

· $25K-35K






9%

7

· $35K-50K






22%

17

· $50K-75K






15%

12

· $75K-100K






16%

13

· $100K+






18%

14

· No answer






9%

7

7. Shop at Wal-Mart






%

#
· Weekly






12%

10
· Few Times/Month





34%

27

· 1-2 Times/Year





27%

21

· Never







27%

21

8. NASCAR Fan






%

#
· Yes







15%

12
· No







85%

67

9. Investor Class






%

#
· Yes







37%

29
· No







63%

50

10. Valid Passport






%

#
· Yes







46%

36

· No







54%

43

IV. Replication of Poll in Arizona
NYSILC shared its previous polling data and proposed polling questions with the Arizona Statewide Independent Living Council (ASILC). ASILC subsequently commissioned Zogby International to conduct an online survey of 716 voters in the State of Arizona from November 8-11, 2008. 

A sampling of Zogby International's online panel, which is representative of the adult population of the U.S., was invited to participate. Slight weights were added to party, age, race, gender, education to more accurately reflect the population. The margin of error is +/- 3.7 percentage points. Margins of error are higher in sub-groups. 

ASILC replicated the NYSILC post election poll within their State. This practice has tremendous value not only for application to each individual State, but in the cross comparison of the results between States. 
ASILC utilized the same disability self-identification question to help track the trends of voters with disabilities as well as the six disability-related voting questions. ASILC made minor edits to the six questions because their State has accessible voting machines other than the Ballot Marking Devices (BMD’s) used in New York. The standard questions related to party affiliation, candidate choice for the Presidential election, and range of demographic background information was also included.
V. Arizona Poll Questions
The following questions were presented to the entire sample group. The percentages and numbers reflect their responses.

1. Who did you vote for U.S. President?



%

#
· John McCain






54%

386
· Barrack Obama





45%

322
· Other







1%

7
2. Party affiliation?






%

#
· Republican






38%

272
· Democrat






32%

229
· Independent






30%

215
3. Do you have a disability or medical condition that

%

#
    impacts your mobility, hearing, sight, cognitive,

    or mental abilities?
· Yes







12%

84
· No







87%

627
· Not sure






1%

6
4. Did you encounter an access barrier at the polling place?
%

#
· Yes







1%

5
· No







85%

611
· Not sure






14%

100
5. Were you given the opportunity to vote on an

%

#
    accessible voting machine?
· Yes







28%

199
· No







42%

301
· Not sure






30%

216
6. Did you vote on an accessible voting machine?

%

#
· Yes







13%

95
· No







66%

473
· Not sure






21%

148
7. Did you feel the poll workers were adequately trained
%

#
    and knowledgeable about voting technology and your

    needs?
· Yes







53%

382
· No







8%

54
· Not sure






39%

280
8. Were you able to vote privately without someone seeing
%

#
    your vote choices?
· Yes







79%

566
· No







7%

52
· Not sure






14%

98
9. Were you able to vote independently by yourself?

%

#
· Yes







87%

624
· No







2%

13
· Not sure






11%

79
VI. Demographics for Arizona Voters with Disabilities
Zogby also conducted cross tabulations on the data for the questions for a series of demographic questions. By using question number three, “Do you have a disability or medical condition that    impacts your mobility, hearing, sight, cognitive, or mental abilities?” cross tabulation data could identify the demographics of a subgroup of voters with disabilities. Overall, there were a total of eighty-four (84) individuals in this subgroup.

1. Race







%

#
· White







67%

56
· African American





0%

0
· Hispanic






5%

4
· Asian







1%

1
· Other







27%

23
2. Age Group







%

#
· 18-29







4%

3
· 30-49







12%

10
· 50-64







26%

22
· 65+







57%

48

· No answer






1%

1
3. Education







%

#
· No college degree





69%

58
· College Degree+





31%

26
4. Religion







%

#
· Catholic






6%

5
· Protestant






35%

29
· Jewish






2%

2
· Other/None






56%

47
· No answer






1%

1
5. Live/Location






%

#
· Large City






36%

30
· Small City






7%

6
· Suburbs






45%

38
· Rural







12%

10
6. Income







%

#
· <$25K







36%

30
· $25K-35K






1%

1
· $35K-50K






15%

13
· $50K-75K






17%

14
· $75K-100K






12%

10
· $100K+






13%

11
· No answer






6%

5
7. Shop at Wal-Mart






%

#
· Weekly






12%

10

· Few Times/Month





20%

17

· 1-2 Times/Year





23%

19
· Never







40%

34
· No answer






5%

4
8. NASCAR Fan






%

#
· Yes







14%

12

· No







86%

72
9. Investor Class






%

#
· Yes







31%

26
· No







69%

58
10. Valid Passport






%

#
· Yes







65%

55
· No







35%

29
VII. Conclusions
In New York, only 8% responded yes to the question, “Were you given the opportunity to vote on a Ballot Marking Device?” Three quarters of the respondents responded “No,” while 17% were “Not sure.” This creates a wide gap between the potential voting age population with disabilities (17% of the population) and a large segment of the citizenry not even offered up the opportunity to interface with the new technology. 
A better response rate appeared for the question, “Did you encounter a physical barrier at the polling place?” An overwhelming 98% replied “No.” While only 2% said “Yes,” the results represent (17) actual individuals who felt they encountered physical barriers. The State had more than fifteen years to make polling places accessible per Federal ADA polling place guidelines. There is really no excuse for barriers to exist at all. Seventeen barriers could be seventeen complaints, plaintiffs and lawsuits. These matters should be remedied.
For the question, “Were you given the opportunity to vote on a Ballot Marking Device, or BMD,” at least the response rate for “Yes” matched the number of respondents who self-identified as voters with disabilities. However, as mentioned earlier, this rate is nowhere near the potential voting age population with disabilities. Thus, a large segment of the citizenry was not even afforded the opportunity to interface with the new technology, especially when you add the 17% who replied “Not sure.” It reflects that not enough outreach was conducted to educate the public about the new system so that they could understand the difference.
Only 5% said “Yes” to the question, “Did you vote on a Ballot Marking Device?” This is 3% less than the voters with disabilities who self-identified in the survey. This isn’t necessarily a negative sign because not every person with a disability is going to use the BMD. A person in a wheelchair who has the use of their arms, fine-finger dexterity, and visual or hearing acuity issues might very well opt to vote by standard means. Next year, they could fill out a pre-printed ballot with a pencil and submit their voting choices through the scanner part of the system. However, as mentioned above, it still demonstrates a minimal effort by the poll workers to offer the system to disabled citizens, as well as interested citizens.  
When asked, “Did you feel the poll workers were adequately trained and knowledgeable about voting technology and your needs,” 77% replied “Yes.” However, this meant that almost a quarter of the respondents replied either “No” or “Not sure.” It is likely that several of these negative responses are consistent with a pattern of Election Day complaints related to the lack of preparation and training of poll workers in the operation of the BMD’s.
The last two questions basically asked if the respondents were able to vote “privately” and “independently.” The general response was similar to the physical barrier question. Overall, the overwhelming reply was “Yes,” 97% and 99% respectively. Yet, the 3% and 1% that represent “No” and “Not sure” responses total (41) actual individuals who could file HAVA administrative complaints against the State of New York. The State should seek out the nature of these problems rather than risk potential administrative complaints.
In Arizona, the 4% increase for voters with disabilities compared to their New York peers was seen as significant. It could be attributed to the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) being implemented in Arizona in a timely manner and citizens having more exposure to the new accessible voting systems. Conversely, New York State has been dragging out the HAVA compliance process. Accessible Ballot Marking Devices (BMD’s) were just mandated one per polling place by court order in time for Primary and Election Days 2008 in New York. 
More confusion seemed to exist for the question, “Did you encounter an access barrier at the polling place?” A large majority of 85% replied “No.” While only 1% said “Yes,” it represents (5) actual individuals who felt they encountered access barriers. They should be identified and remedied. However, the confusing reply is the 14% who said “Not sure.” Either the problem is greater than anticipated and a wide scale advocacy effort needs to be taken to address the situation, or it is a public education issue with people needing to know what constitutes an accessible polling place.

For the question, “Did you vote on an accessible voting machine” the response rate for “Yes” matched the number of respondents who self-identified as voters with disabilities, attaining 13%. This certainly far exceeds New York’s meager result of 5% and comes closer to the voting age population turnout figure of 17%. As noted above, there was a segment of individuals, 21%, who were “Not sure.” Perhaps increased education and outreach would help to increase the number to the 17% figure.
When asked, “Did you feel the poll workers were adequately trained and knowledgeable about voting technology and your needs,” only 53% replied “Yes.” This meant that almost a half of the respondents replied either “No” or “Not sure.” It should be noted that 8% stated “No” and 39% “Not sure.” This definitely signals a need to improve training for poll workers related to the voting technology and meeting the needs of people with disabilities.
The last two questions basically asked if the respondents were able to vote “privately” and “independently.” Overall, a large majority replied “Yes,” 79% and 87% respectively. Yet, the 21% (7% “No” and 14% “Not sure”) and 13% (2% “No” and 11% “Not sure”) that represent “No” and “Not sure” responses total (242) actual individuals who could file HAVA administrative complaints against the State of Arizona. The State should seek out the nature of these problems rather than risk potential administrative complaints.

Overall

Voters with disabilities in New York need more orientation to the Ballot Marking Devices (BMD’s) and Boards of Elections must conduct effective outreach and public education regarding the new systems. Poll workers must also receive better training on the use of the new technology and how to better accommodate voters with disabilities. 
The Federal government recently addressed an omnibus appropriations bill for Federal Fiscal Year 2009, which includes $12.1 million dollars in HAVA funds for states to promote access for voters with disabilities. New York should use some of these monies to improve its training and outreach efforts.
Last, Senator Joseph Addabbo (S.1058) and Assembly member Kevin Cahill (A.584) have introduced “same as” polling place access bills to update state election law with federal requirements to improve compliance and consistency of implementation. If passed in both houses and signed into state law by the Governor,  it will help to finally address polling place access issues.
111 Washington Avenue, Suite 101


Albany, NY 12210


(518) 427-1060 Voice & TTY


� HYPERLINK "mailto:nysilc@nysilc.org" ��nysilc@nysilc.org�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nysilc.org" ��www.nysilc.org�











PAGE  
8

