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2011 Public Policy Agenda
NYSILC is an independent federally mandated state council that advances Independent Living philosophy through the network of Centers for Independent Living (CIL's) and statewide partnerships by engaging in and or supporting research, education, employment, community organization, advocacy, and systems reform. Its primary duty is to jointly develop the three-year Statewide Plan for Independent Living (SPIL) and conduct ongoing activities related to the planning, monitoring, and evaluation of the plan and Independent Living Services as described in Section 705 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act as amended in 1992. NYSILC, in its planning function, and work with statewide stakeholders on a wide variety of issues impacting New Yorkers with disabilities, has found it necessary to develop a public policy agenda to articulate and support common issues that are important to the statewide network and the significant population they serve for the purposes of public education and awareness.

Education
· Support State legislation requiring that Disability History Awareness be taught as part of the standard NYS Curriculum (A.4384/S.2352). (YOUTH POWER!)
· Support State legislation related to reduction and prohibitions of restraints in educational systems (A.4158). (YOUTH POWER!)
· Support State legislation to ban the use of Electro-Convulsive Therapy (ECT) on youth under age 16 (A.1447). (YOUTH POWER!)
· Oppose the President’s plan to combine the federal Part B and Part C Independent Living funding into a new block grant by giving control and administration to the States. This proposal will significantly reduce consumer control of IL programs, State work forces do not have the staff to take on more responsibility, and by combining the funds (B and C) it will increase the match required by each State to receive the allocation. (NYAIL)
· Support Federal legislation to enable parents to recover expert witness fees in due process hearings and lawsuits under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) through the newly introduced IDEA Fairness Restoration Act (H.R. 1208/S.613). (WILC) 
· Support Federal legislation to improve outcomes by creating a system that is designed to ensure that youth with disabilities will have the services and supports necessary to transition from high school to post-secondary or integrated employment the TEAM Acts (H.R.602, 603 and 604). (WILC & NYAIL)
· Support Federal legislation preventing harmful restraint and seclusion in schools (H.R.1381). (NCIL & YOUTH POWER!)
Civil Rights
· Support State legislation to clarify the scope of protections against discrimination on the basis of disability in services provided by public entities (A.71/S.2407). (NYAIL)
· Support State legislation to require programs or activities relating to housing which receive federal assistance to comply with Section 504 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (A.1220/S.47-A). 

· Support State legislation waiving the State’s sovereign immunity to claims under the ADA and other federal laws (A.3689/S.383). (NYAIL)
· Support State legislation to amend State Social Services Law Section 384-b to eliminate subdivisions (4)(c) and (6)(a-e), which permit termination of parental rights on the basis of mental illness or mental retardation (S.3026). (NYAIL)
· Support State legislation to amend the executive, civil rights, agriculture and markets, transportation, and public housing laws in relation to service animals, guide dogs, hearing dogs or service animals to bring the State into compliance with federal laws on the topic (A.6816). 
· Support State legislation to be introduced related to the protection of service animals.
· Support State legislation to be introduced authorizing State implementation of the Community First Choice Option. (CDR)
· Support State legislation to establish the New York state interagency coordinating council for service-disabled veterans (A.7260/S.3594).
· Support State legislation comparable to (A.8699/S.3369) to add consumer representatives to the Most-Integrated Setting Coordinating Council (MISCC) in the previous session. (NYAPRS)
· Support State legislation to require sign language interpreters are made available upon request of a hearing impaired individual at public hearings and meetings (A.1932).
· Support State legislation to enable voters with visual impairments to request Braille or large-print absentee ballots to be sent to their homes for all elections administered under Elections Law and Education Law (until 12/31/12) (A.5337A).
· Support Federal legislation comparable to the Community Choice Act (H.R.1670/S.683) in the 110th Congress to require states to offer community-based supports for Medicaid-eligible consumers who want to stay in or return to their homes and communities. It will provide a real alternative to institutional care that many states lack and save Medicaid billions of dollars per year. (NCIL, ADAPT, & AAPD)

· Support Federal legislation comparable to the Voting Integrity and Verification Act (S.48) in the 110th Congress to require new voting systems to provide a voter-verified permanent record and promote development of improved accessible voting machines. (NCIL)
· Support the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).
 

          The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), an international treaty elaborating the human rights of people with disabilities, requires ratification by the U.S. Senate.  Refer to the following link to access direct information about the CRPD, http://www.nysilc.org/archives/UPRDisabilityFinal.doc.  
· Support Reauthorization of the Rehabilitation Act.


The Rehabilitation Act is an important civil rights law that prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability in all activities of the Federal government and any entities receiving funding from the Federal government. The Act has not been reauthorized since 1998. The Act establishing the Independent Living Program, Centers for Independent Living and Statewide Independent Living Councils are grassroots, advocacy-driven organizations run by and for people with disabilities with a focus on civil rights, empowerment, and inclusion. The Rehab Act needs to be reauthorized immediately with amendments that maximize the impact and potential of the Independent Living Program. Based on recent trends toward conflicting interpretations of the Rehabilitation Act, it is imperative that reauthorization include changes to restore the consumer-control and original intent of both the CIL and SILC programs. In addition, to support these changes and to empower the community to be in control of their networks, there is a need to transition oversight to an Independent Living Administration at the national level. Refer to the following link on the NCIL website for more details about specific proposed amendments to the Rehabilitation Act and the Independent Living Administrations, http://www.ncil.org/news/July2010PolicyPriorities.txt. (NCIL)
Housing
· Support State legislation prohibiting rental discrimination based on source of income (A.1121/S.83). (NYAIL)
· Support State legislation to require counties to maintain a confidential and voluntary registry of people with disabilities for purposes of evacuating and sheltering during disasters (A.7257).

· Support State legislation to require high-rise building owners to establish and maintain an emergency evacuation plan for disabled occupants and visitors (A.6658).
· Support State legislation to be introduced related to “inclusive design.” (NYAIL & AARP)
· Support State legislation to establish a real property tax exemption for permanently totally disabled veterans (A.2299).
· Support State legislation to allow tenants with physical disabilities to occupy a vacant dwelling on a lower floor in the same project operated by the New York City Housing Authority (A.3420A).
· Support Federal legislation comparable to the Inclusive Home Design Act (H.R.1408) in the 100th Congress. The Inclusive Home Design Act required that newly constructed, federally assisted single family houses and town houses include at least one level that complied with accessibility features for persons with disabilities to make housing available, preventing unnecessary expenses for renovations and allow seniors to age in place, negating the need for costly institutionalization. (NCIL)

· Support Federal legislation comparable to the Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) Act (H.R.1205 and S.493) in the 110th Congress to permit ABLE accounts to be used for housing expenditures such as home modifications, assistive technology and other tools that empower persons with disabilities to remain in their homes. (NCIL)
Transportation
· Support State legislation to cap fares for paratransit transportation at levels no higher than the base fares for transportation of non-disabled adults utilizing the transit system (A.737/S.1225). (NYAIL)
· Support State legislation to provide people with disabilities access to affordable pre-arranged for-hire vehicles and shuttle services (A.4217). 

    Support State legislation to provide a tax credit for the purchase of new vehicles by transportation companies, which are accessible to persons with disabilities (A.966B). 
· Support State legislation to amend the vehicle and traffic law in relation to creating a waiver for the hearing requirement portion of the physical examination for a driver who holds a valid commercial driver’s license or permit pertaining to intrastate operation (A.6920/S.4407). (ESAD & HLAA)
· Support State legislation to amend general municipal law in relation to providing for improved access to taxicabs for persons with  disabilities by requiring that all new taxis in New York City are fully accessible to people with disabilities by 2014 (A.4406). 
· Support State legislation to require both accessible parking spaces and their access aisles are at least eight feet wide to ensure that they are wide enough for people with disabilities to enter and exit their vehicles (A.3363).
· Support reauthorization of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Equity Act (SAFETEA) authorizes funds for highways, highway safety and transit programs, and paratransit, including fixed route and demand responsive services and is critical to providing equal access to public transportation in accordance with the ADA. (NCIL)

Long-Term Care
· Support of advocacy position paper, based on community integration policies, a set of strategies that embrace Olmstead implementation, support quality of life and independence, and promote savings to the State related to Medicaid programs such as Nursing Home Transition and Diversion (NHTD) Medicaid Waiver, Community First Choice Option (CFC) Program, State Balancing Incentive Payments Program, Money Follows the Person incentives, Consumer Directed Personal Assistance Program, expand the pool of direct care workers/paid family caregivers, and better use of assistive technology. It is projected that these combined strategies would result in a savings of $44 million in year one, almost $154 million in year two, $235 million in year three, almost $271 million in year four, and $304 million in year five. The total projected savings would amount to just over $1 billion dollars. Refer to the advocacy position paper at the following link, http://www.nysilc.org/archives/Disability-Advocates-Budget-Proposals-FINAL12-22-10.pdf.  (NYAIL & CDR)
· Oppose budget cuts and proposals to change the Medicaid system that adversely affect people with disabilities. 
· Oppose the House Budget Committee’s plan to make significant cuts and drastically change Medicaid into a block grant program and Medicare into a contribution voucher plan. This plan will shift more of the cost burden to State and local governments, the direct entitlement would be lost, some individuals would lose benefits, waiting lists for coverage and services would be established, consumer protections would be minimized, the State’s current budget would be jeopardized, and implementation of federal health reform would be undermined. (NYAPRS)
· Support State legislation to be reintroduced related to Integrated Services that will restrict the use of segregated placements and create a presumption that everyone can benefit from community-based life and real work. (RCIL) 

Health Care
· Support Federal legislation comparable to the Ending the Medicare Waiting Period Act (H.R.3184/S.1186) in the 110th Congress to eliminate an incorrect and devastating interpretation of the “In-Home Rule” by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) for use of durable medical equipment (wheelchairs, scooters, etc.) outside of the home. (NCIL)
· Support Federal legislation to repeal the Medicare competitive bidding program for home and medical equipment and services for durable medical equipment (H.R.1041) to ensure that quality goods and services are provided to people with disabilities so that they can live independently in their own homes. (LICIL)
· Support Federal legislation to establish the Veterans Traumatic Brain Injury Rehabilitative Services Improvement Act of 2011 (H.R.1855).
Employment
· Support Medicaid Redesign proposal (#137) and Executive Budget recommendation and legislative budget bills (A.4009C/S.2809B) related to Section 54 for promoting a retirement disregard as an incentive to participate in the Medicaid Buy-In program. The proposal seeks to disregard individual retirement accounts as a resource in determining eligibility and increase the resource standard from $13,800 for a household of one and $20,100 for a household of two to $20,000 and $30,000 respectively. 
· Support State legislation to be introduced that will amend Article 15-A of the Executive Law and include businesses owned and operated by people with disabilities under the definition of the minority definition, allowing such certified businesses to compete and obtain State contract work as described in Sections 310-318.  
· Oppose the revised State 55 B/C guidelines which require several layers for agency approval to hire new employees with disabilities under this program, including a provision considering mitigating measures qualifying disability contrary to the ADA Amendments Act of 2008. 
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