NYSILC 2010 Annual Report
I. Background
The New York State Independent Living, Inc. (NYSILC) is a non-profit state council that operates separately from any New York State agency.  NYSILC meets the requirements of Section 705 of the Federal Rehabilitation Act and is authorized to perform the functions outlined in section 705 (c) of the Act.

NYSILC is a champion of systemic change promoting opportunities and full participation all aspects of society for people with disabilities.  NYSILC is an independent federally mandated state council that advocates Independent Living philosophy through the network of CILs and statewide partnerships by engaging in or supporting research, education, employment, community organization, advocacy, and systems reform.

II. Composition 

In 2010, NYSILC had 23 voting Council members and two non-voting ex-officio members.  It should be noted that 20 of the 25 members (80%) are individuals with various disabilities. See Attachment I for a list of the 2010 Council members. A listing of the current Council members is also provided on the NYSILC website, http://www.nysilc.org/council.htm.

III. Progress on SPIL Objectives  

The following is a description of the progress made in achieving the objectives outlined in the 2008-2010 SPIL for the year 2010. 


Objective 1: Maintain support for the basic operation of NYSILC each year through September 30, 2010.


NYSILC easily met this objective.  The contract was executed along with the advance payment, although the advance was delayed.  All quarterly reports and payment vouchers submitted during the year were processed without delay.  This resulted in consistent cash flow with limited need to access the line of credit.  This objective was successfully completed.
Objective 2:   The Commission for the Blind and Visually Handicapped (CBVH) will provide services on a fee—for-service basis to eligible individuals who are legally blind to enable them to meet independent living goals each year through September 10, 2010.

CBVH uses a portion of its IL funds to provide independent living services to individuals who are legally blind through the district offices.  Services were provided to 393 individuals with IL funds in FY 2010. This represents an increase of 77 individuals served from FY 2009. AARA Part B funds were used to provide computer equipment upon request of the ILCs. Twenty-four centers received a desktop computer; a 22”monitor with Jaws and Zoom text, as well as an external hard drive to backup their systems. This objective was completed successfully.

Objective 3:  Continue support for strategic media services to promote significant NYSILC and SPIL activities and issues through September 30, 2010.

NYSILC continued to work with Tim Cronin of Communication Concepts to help promote media awareness.  NYSILC benefitted from the following media impact: 1) NYSILC’s voting documentary debuted at the Calgary, Canada Film Festival on February 8, 2010.  The documentary was also selected to appear at the “Limelight-Illuminating Disability in Film” festival in Edmonton, Canada on May 12-13, 2010, and 2) The Albany Times Union published an opinion piece “A Vote Should Be Easy to Cast” on July  2, 2010.  It directly related to voting access issues in the State.  The article was also made available after publication to other media outlets statewide. Eventually, the Governor signed the polling place access bill into law in mid-September 2010.  Assemblyman Cahill acknowledged NYSILC for its work on the bill. This objective was completed successfully.

Objective 4: Maintain support and coordination with NYAIL of a Rapid Response Emergency Technical Assistance service to CILs with significant operational difficulties that require remedy through September 30, 2010.

Richard Male &Associates (RMA) competitively bid for the RFP and was selected to continue as the vendor of the service over a nine month period.  For the nine month contract period, a total of eleven ILCS were assisted with in-depth consultation reaching an estimated 65 board and staff members directly.  This objective was successfully completed.

Objective 5: Maintain support and coordination for a Statewide Systems Advocacy Network (SSAN) initiative with NYAIL that results in at least one significant change each year through September 30, 2010.    

The SSAN is coordinated by NYAIL with 18 individual systems advocacy contracts of $25,000 each. In relation to their performance measures and goals, the centers were very productive. With the exception of one area (voter registration) the SSAN network exceeded the established goals for the performance measures. Collectively, during the past year, they achieved the following results:

· Recruited 1,238 new volunteers (exceed goal of 684) a 30% increase from the previous year.

· Provided 165 training opportunities to volunteers (exceeded goal of 95) level with the previous year. 

· Generated 355 media hits in the past year (exceeded goal of 304) a 22% decrease from the previous year.

· Reported 1,023 voter registrations (narrowly missed reaching goal of 1,140) a 9% decrease from the previous year.

· Provided 74 public testimonies (exceeded goal of 38). 

Systems advocates worked on 1,114 different action alerts (exceeded goal of 836 – including seventeen State issues and twelve Federal issues). In terms of major impacts, the network addressed the following issues:  Governor Paterson’s Deficit Reduction Plan in October 2009 and cuts to ILCs and SSI were avoided.  Cuts to home care and personal care were also minimized.  Also, level funding was proposed for Independent Living Centers in the 2010-2011 Executive Budget instead of a cut. This objective was successfully completed. 

Objective 6: Provide support to establish a community organizing initiative (priority issue) each year through September 30, 2010.

Throughout the contract Hunter modeled a participatory planning process with the ILC partners and their constituencies. They reached a wide range of facilitators for their workshops, various participants who attended the Conference, and the individuals and programs that provided support needed to be successful. CUNY’s Office of Disability worked with them directly during the Conference to provide support about accessibility in using computer software for one of the workshops, and promoted their Disability Awareness Month (April) activities to Hunter and other networks. Also, they reached new graduate students in the field of Social Work and connected them with the ILC’s through their volunteer work. These students expressed that working on this project has enhanced their awareness, understanding, sensitivity and are more aware of resources available to community members through the ILC’s.


During the course of the contract, the effort shifted toward working directly with the ILCs by providing technical assistance with project coordinators around their Community Organizing Project. Each one has its own focus and is at a different stage in the process.

· BILS: BILS anticipates the expansion of the Network by appropriate and effective recruitment and incentives of youth through schools and community centers. 

· CIDNY: CIDNY will create opportunities for volunteers to contact local legislatures, hospitals and other Latina/o organizations.

· HILC: HILC will look to participating in an affordable food nutrition program for consumers with established distribution points for food, as well as an actual partner network of faith-based, senior communities to help strengthen food delivery models for the project.

· SILO: SILO will look to recruiting 50 people to attend a job fair either at SILO or One Stop, have 5 employers on site, attract media coverage, and distribute informational manuals. The result is to have 20 consumers gain employment. This program will also provide free counseling, refreshments, and sessions to prepare community members for participation. One of the continuing goals for SERP is for social change -- to eliminate the stigma of ex-offenders with disabilities through education and leadership techniques within the community. Eventually SERP will host community coalition meetings on a regular basis, and also will hold support group meetings for ex-offenders, facilitating their greater input on issues to address and actions to take.

· WILC: Barrier Busters will continue to meet monthly to target three projects: 1) Ensuring that Local Banks provide accessible teller windows and enforce pertinent policies, 2) participating in Westchester County’s 2025 Infrastructure Plan, 3) Canvass Legislators’ offices to ensure they are accessible. They will continue to develop a leadership core and engage additional participants within and allied to the disability community. This objective was completed successfully


 .

Objective 7: Work with an organization experienced with youth leadership development to increase youth involvement in Independent Living each year through September 30, 2010.                         

VESID, the DSU, now directly administers the contract for this SPIL objective. The following information was organized from the reports delivered by the AIM CIL to VESID based on their contract. They met the following deliverables: 1) Data collection period for the survey of statewide youth regarding their relationship to ILCs ended on December 31st, 2009. SUNY Potsdam is cleaning the data and tabulating data. The unofficial final count of completed surveys is 102.2) Barriers to Youth Involvement in IL. The results of the survey of statewide Executive Directors have been analyzed to determine the types of training and technical assistance ILCs need most. The following list outlines the barriers to youth involvement most commonly identified by ILCs: Access to Youth (Youth Skills and Motivation, Creating Interest, Developing Skills, Effective Outreach to You Youth, Parents, Schools and Transportation. 3) Web Development/Social Networking. AIM Youth Leadership has developed an expanded MySpace page that includes periodic status updates, blogs, and contact information for AIM Youth Leadership staff. There have been 781 profile views, and the blog averages about 30 views per week. AIM Youth Leadership has also created a Facebook page. This objective was successfully completed, although some of the specific contract deliverables were not met. 

Objective 8: Maintain support for an IL training academy with NYAIL to develop or provide at least two products or training opportunities each year, which help CILs meet basic operational standards, performance, and quality assurance through September 30, 2010.
Richard Male & Associates (RMA) competitively bid for the RFP and was selected to continue as the vendor of the service over a nine month period. RMA devoted considerable time and resources to planning and delivering two workshops: ARISE, Syracuse – Tuesday August 24, 2010 and CIDNY, New York City – Thursday August 26, 2010. Both ILCs invited local speakers. In New York, we were joined by Irfan Hasan, Program Officer for Health and People with Special Needs at the New York Community Trust and Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Disability Funders Network. In Syracuse, Olive Sephuma, Program Officer for Community Grantmaking, Central New York Community Foundation, joined the workshop. Susan Dooha of CIDNY and Nancy Kronen of ARISE, each led sessions on development which added a critical “inside” view of fund raising for ILCs. 

Registration was lower than expected with ten people in Syracuse and eleven in New York City.  Some of this was undoubtedly due to the scheduling in late August, and some to the travel distances, but others believe that ILCs who would have attended simply find the individual custom consulting more efficient and respectful of their time. Given the huge investment of time and resources needed to implement a workshop that must appeal to a broad range of people, compared to RMA’s ability to deliver individual consulting targeted to the specific needs of the ILC, it is strongly recommended that future contract requirements accommodate more individual consulting and fewer or even no workshops. NYAIL’s conference addresses a myriad of training needs and brings ILCs together for networking. This objective was successfully completed. 

Objective 9: Develop or provide at least one specific product or training opportunity to CILs on affordable, accessible, and integrated housing information or options (priority issue) for New Yorkers with disabilities through September 30, 2009.

NYSILC sponsored the various components of the NYAIL Conference that related to affordable, accessible, and/or integrated housing. It was an efficient way to maximize resources and get important information about the topic out to advocates in the network. This included presentations by nationally-known attorney Steve Gold, along with breakout presentations on subjects such as affordable and accessible housing development in New York, the Home of Your Choice Program, universal design/visitability/home modification resources, expanding housing for people leaving nursing homes, and the promise of Olmstead for homeless people with disabilities. In addition, Thomas Small of Advocacy Now who helped to co-create and update the ILC Housing Specialist Handbook is completing a 2010 update, which will be distributed electronically to the network of centers. This objective was completed successfully.   

Objective 10: Support two annual conference opportunities with NYAIL to promote best practices among CILs advocates, consumers, other providers, and relevant stakeholders by September 30, 2008 and September 30, 2010.

NYAIL effectively coordinated a statewide conference at the Troy Hilton Garden Inn on October 5-6, 2010. It was entitled, “The 20th Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act: Advancing the Promise for Justice” and was attended by over 280 advocates. The goal of the 2010 NYAIL Statewide Conference and Exhibits was to provide valuable information to people with disabilities and their families, board members, and staff of Independent Living Centers and other disability rights organizations, vocational rehabilitation professionals, policy makers, older New Yorkers, youth with disabilities, government agency representatives, and local business professionals. Throughout the two day conference, there were over thirty-eight workshops focusing on barriers individuals with disabilities face in accessing the community based services and supports they choose.  Workshops also focused on developing a strong advocacy network and strengthening Independent Living Centers through education and collaboration. Summary of Evaluation: Sixty six conference evaluation forms were completed. A preliminary analysis of the completed forms indicates that 87% of the respondents selected either “good” or “excellent” to rate the conference overall.  100% of the respondents were satisfied with the overall organization and management of the event. In addition, 89% of respondents selected either “good” or “excellent” when asked to rate Tuesday’s opening session with keynote speaker Sam Bagenstos, Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice and 92% selected either “good” or “excellent” when rating Wednesday’s general session with keynote speaker Steve Gold, Disability Rights Attorney.    Eighty-four percent of respondents who attended Tuesday’s evening program with Ari Ne’eman, Founding President of the Autistic Self Advocacy Network and appointed member of the National Council on Disability, selected either “good” or “excellent” when asked to rate it.  This objective was successfully completed.
 

 Objective 11: Maintain support for the development of voter education information (priority issue) distributed statewide via email, list serves, and the SSAN non-partisan voter pledge database through September 30, 2010.
Based on the work that NYSILC provided to assist State legislators by recommending language for draft legislation to improve polling place accessibility, the process eventually developed to where “same as bills” were passed in the Assembly (Cahill A.584A) in May of 2009 and in the Senate (Addabbo S.1058A) in July 2009, prompting the bill to be sent to Governor Paterson for action in September of 2009. To the surprise of many, the Governor vetoed the polling place access bill along with three other disability related bills. NYSILC cited the erroneous reasoning in his veto message in a letter to the US DOJ, asking for their assistance in the matter. On October 26, 2009, US DOJ Chief John Wodatch wrote NYSILC back and indicated that they would assign a senior attorney to the matter and possibly look to reach a settlement similar to what they achieved with the City of Philadelphia. 

In the spring, after full attention was given to the development of the new State Plan, the polling place access bill passed the Assembly and Senate on their respective Disability Awareness Days. An attempt was made by the City of New York to delay the original bill by sending it to the Finance Committee (even though it was a non-fiscal bill) and weaken the bill by forcing amendments to it. Fortunately, the amendments were not added and advocates exerted enough pressure to get the Senate to understand the situation. The “same as bills” went to Governor Paterson for action this time with a stronger rationale. In between, NYSILC continued to keep in contact with the US DOJ regarding polling place access. Senior attorney Elizabeth Johnson contacted NYSILC staff and said that she needed to take care of other responsibilities before being able to address the matter in New York. She asked us to re-forward our evidence and materials to a US DOJ paralegal named Roy Chung. Advocates were still waiting for US DOJ to set-up a face- to- face meeting around prospects  for a settlement agreement with the State of New York when a favorable new development made the proposed meeting unnecessary.

Fortunately, in mid-September 2010, Governor Paterson signed the polling place access bill into law. Staff for the Senate Elections Committee contacted NYSILC and invited us to testify at a hearing in NY City. Thomas Small, a NY City based attorney and NYSILC liaison, presented testimony on behalf of the Council. It should also be mentioned that NYSILC supports the online statewide voting survey of the CQCOAP. Greg Jones and Karen Malcolm were invited to the September full council meeting to provide more details about their plans. They also distributed complimentary copies of an open captioned DVD that provides instructions on how to use the Ballot Marking Devices (BMD’s). NYSILC was also a sponsor of the accessible voting conference being coordinated by the Upstate HAVA Project. This objective was successfully completed.


Objective 12: Provide support to conduct a statewide travel survey to educate and assess the accessibility of the travel industry for New Yorkers with disabilities by September 30, 2008.


This objective was successfully completed in 2008. The report and data can be accessed on the Travel webpage of the NYSILC site. The direct link is http://www.nysilc.org/travel/NYSILC-Disability-Travel-Survey2008.htm. 


Objective 13: At a total SPIL cost of $19,000 in Year 2 (2009), provide support to conduct a statewide consumer satisfaction survey for the CIL network by September 30, 2009. It should be noted that NYSILC will distribute the statewide results to various networks and stakeholders. The DSU (VESID) will review specific survey results with each center.


This objective was successfully completed in 2008 and reported out in 2009 and in the 704 Report, and to the full council. It was posted on the NYSILC website for a period of time and sent out to list servers. NYSILC statewide consumer satisfaction reports can be accessed on the website by going to the “key documents” page, http://www.nysilc.org/archives.htm and looking under the heading, consumer satisfaction surveys.

Text Box:

NYSILC 2010 CIL Technology Survey Summary:

Nearly two-thirds of the thirty-seven centers responded to the survey.  The response sample reflects the diversity across the state and includes centers of various sizes.  Nearly all of the centers reported that their computers were equipped with basic features such as adequate processing speed, memory capability, CD and DVD drives and USB ports.  All had internet access.  The prevalence of flat screen monitors, laptops with wireless internet connections and other hardware features suggests that most centers update their hardware regularly.  All centers have use of scanners and laser printers. In terms of software, training, and other support issues:

· Three centers have no software programs for preparing VESID reports.  

· In regards to websites, eight centers need assistance improving access to their sites, while fifteen would like to have their websites redesigned.

· The following training priorities were identified related to technology:

· How to Use the Network for Advocacy (72.7%).

· How to Use Social Networking (72.7%).

· How to Design a Website (63.6%). 
· How to Maintain an Equipment Inventory List (50%).
· Best Practices for Depreciated/Used Technology (54.5%)
Finally, it is recommended that NYSILC look into the following recommendations of respondents: 

1. Formation of an ILC Information Advisory Group.
2. Explore the creation of a Modern Web Based Consumer Data System geared toward the ILCs.
Objective 14: At a total SPIL cost of $1,500 in Year 3 (2010), provide support to conduct a follow- up technology and equipment needs assessment to determine gaps faced by the statewide network of CIL’s by September 30, 2010.
The survey was developed by NYSILC staff in June of 2010 with feedback from Solutions By Design. After setting the survey up on Survey Monkey, an email was sent out to the centers in the State network July of 2010. It contained sixty questions ranging from the number of systems and their capacity, to software, assistive technology, websites, social networking, and training & technical assistance. Twenty-five centers in the network responded after three requests.  The full report (including the data) can be accessed at the following link: http://www.nysilc.org/doc_uploads/Tech%20SurveyCIL2010%20.doc. This objective was successfully completed.  


Objective 15: Based on the previously amended SPIL in 2006, provide $137,500 in VESID Social Security Trust Funds ($110,000 Year 1)($27,500 Year 2), to continue support for two peer-mentoring projects designed to expand IL services through September 30, 2009. It should be noted that these projects were identified during an RFP process conducted by the NYS Developmental Disabilities Planning Council (DDPC) in cooperation with the DSU (VESID). 
These projects were completed successfully in the previous year.

IV. SPIL Evaluation Plan
NYSILC, and the State Plan Partners, are responsible for the development, implementation and monitoring of the SPIL. NYSILC will utilize six evaluation components to satisfy requirements for Section 7. The plan is provided below.


SPIL 2008-2010 Evaluation Plan

1.       Submit an Annual 704 Report to RSA in Conjunction with State Plan Partners. NYSILC will prepare information for Part I of the report and submit it to DSU (VESID). VESID will include the information in the full report that it submits to RSA not more than 120 days after the end of the Federal Fiscal Year (January 30th). NYSILC’s 704 Report will be emailed out to council members. Target date: March NYSILC full council meeting.



Completion Dates

2008:


12/08

2009:


11/09

2010:


12/10

2.        Completion of Condensed Annual Report. The Annual Report will review council activities and progress on the SPIL over the previous year in a condensed format. The report will consist of narrative, statistical, and fiscal information. NYSILC’s condensed Annual Report will be emailed out to council members. Target date: May NYSILC full council meeting.



Completion Dates

2008:

4/28/08, 6/6/08.

2009:

2/26/09. See NYSILC website: www.nysilc.org.  

2010:

4/23/10. See NYSILC website: www.nysilc.org. 

3.        Full Council Review of the Progress on the SPIL. The NYSILC SPIL Committee will convene each summer and review the contents of the 704 and Annual Reports to evaluate the council’s progress on SPIL objectives (1.2 Objectives). The SPIL Committee will report their results for ratification by the full council. Target date: September NYSILC full council meeting.



Completion Dates

2008:

11/24/08

2009:

11/12/09

2010:

10/20/10

4.        Annual Review of Audited Financial Statement. NYSILC’s executive committee will review the audited financial statement and report the results to the full council. A copy of the audit will be sent to the DSU (VESID). Target date: November NYSILC full council meeting.



Completion Dates

2008:


9/12/08

2009:


2/6/09

2010:
Fiscal audit scheduled 12/14/10. Finance or Executive Committee will review audit and report back to full council at meeting on 3/11/11.

5.        Statewide Consumer Satisfaction Survey. A Statewide Consumer Satisfaction Survey will be conducted in year two (2009) of the plan. The statewide results of the consumer satisfaction survey will be shared with the council and incorporated into the relevant 704 and Annual Reports, as well as posted on the NYSILC website. VESID will share the consumer satisfaction survey results with individual CILs per the agreement made in their contract. Target date: September 2009 NYSILC full council meeting.

Completed: May 29, 2009 full council meeting. Manhattan and Queens CIL surveys needed to be redone in July 2009. The final survey and report were approved at the September 24, 2009 full council meeting.

V. NYSILC Needs Assessment/Recommendations

The new SPIL for 2011-2013 was accepted by RSA in October 2010, The SPIL contained two items relevant to the needs assessment. Based on the addition of the ARRA funds, a new center competition was held in New York for three sites by competitive RFP. The proposals were reviewed by a peer panel directed by RSA. The three sites in New York selected were in Queens, Schenectady, and Madison Counties. As a result, what was previous known as “recommendation number one” in the needs assessment was modified in the new SPIL to remove these three counties from the list and identify the remaining areas as follows:

Section 2.1B 

Identification of Unserved/Underserved Need
Background

The Needs Assessment Subcommittee met in January of 2007 to begin intensive work analyzing center service data and U.S. Census Bureau statistics. These statistics were used to structure a preliminary needs assessment in New York State, identifying unserved and underserved areas for funding priorities. The Subcommittee and council staff, working with SUNY Buffalo and Burton Blatt Institute researchers, were able to identify preliminary needs from independent data analysis. The needs were brought to the attention of the full council in September 2007 and developed into recommendations at a subcommittee meeting on 11/5/07. Minor changes were made to the recommendations to accommodate mutual interests.  These changes were approved at a full council meeting on 11/16/07.

Recommendations were made to address the following need areas: (13) upstate counties with populations above 48,050 without the presence of a CIL; New York City-increased funding to address expanded service need, and targeted outreach to Asian and Hispanic communities with disabilities, youth with disabilities, and elderly population with disabilities. It should be noted that the SPIL 2008 through 2010, 1.2B also identified veterans with disabilities as a distinct population in need of services .Accordingly veterans with disabilities were added to this list. However, these recommendations were not prioritized by the full council. They were included in the 2008 704 Report to RSA. 


Current SPIL (2011-2013)

Overall, the list of unserved/underserved need is based primarily on the Needs Assessment, but it has been expanded due to a combination of the new CIL capacity building objective (# 11) and ARRA funding. In addition to the identified downstate/underserved and upstate/unserved counties, Hispanics and Asians with disabilities, youth with disabilities, elderly/seniors with disabilities, and veterans with disabilities, the revised list includes health wellness for people with disabilities, deaf/blind services, and homelessness amongst people with disabilities. These groups represent both minorities and individuals residing in rural and urban locations. For both the CIL capacity building objective (# 11) and ARRA funding, the core IL services will be prioritized and promoted by everyone in the network (DSY, SILC, and CILs).

Based on the NYSILC 2007 Needs Assessment, the NYSILC SPIL Subcommittee decided to concentrate on the first two recommendations over the next three years as defined below. When funds become available in the State to establish new CILs through a competitive process, as defined in the "design for the expansion for the network" and "decision-making criteria," they will be prioritized in one of the following need areas:


(11) Upstate counties with populations above 48,050 without the presence of a CIL.


Ontario: 100,224.
Wayne: 81,963.
Wyoming: 81,963.
Livingston: 64,328.
Otsego: 61,676.
Washington: 61,042.
Fulton: 55,073.
Tioga: 51,784.
Chenango: 51,401.
Allegany: 49,927.
Greene: 48,195.

o New York City boroughs, including Long Island, without the presence of a Federally-funded CIL, to address expanded service need.

Kings (Brooklyn): 2,465,326.
Richmond (Staten Island): 443,728.
Nassau: 1,334,544.
Suffolk: 1,419,369.

In addition, there is a need to recognize the New York Association on Independent Living (NYAIL) needs assessment, especially its support of the two general recommendations as noted in its "key findings" below:

Despite the demonstrated successes and accomplishments over the years of ILCs and their statewide association, there are currently significant gaps in services and underserved geographic areas which need to be addressed. For example:  17 counties have neither a Center nor outreach office located within county borders. The gaps are particularly acute in the Southern Tier and Finger Lakes regions, where there are no Centers in half or more of the counties. 
Given the sheer volume of numbers of residents with disabilities living in the New York City and Long Island regions, even though each county has an ILC, very small proportions of people with disabilities are able to be served by those facilities." (Page ii) The full NYAIL needs assessment can be accessed at: 

http://www.ilny.org/downloads/NYAILNeedsAssessmentFinalReport.doc.

Finally, the forums provided in 2009 related to the distribution of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) "stimulus" funds contributed to the identification of a set of funding issues related to the statewide network for Federally-funded CILs and State Service Centers for Independent Living. The complexity of the issues will require further investigation in the next needs assessment. A stakeholder work group consisting of members of the NYSILC Needs Assessment Subcommittee, DSU, NYAIL and the statewide network of centers should attempt to frame or replace some of the multi-layer dilemmas facing the network.


Finally, the remaining items on the needs assessment recommendations that identified unserved/underserved populations were addressed in the new SPIL through a capacity building objective (# 11), providing four $30,000 capacity building grant opportunities for three years in a competitive RFP to Centers for Independent Living (CILs) and State Centers for Independent Living (SCILs), The aim of these grants is that they are self-sustaining and lead to long-term program expansion with an emphasis on serving an identified unserved or underserved population: veterans with disabilities, youth with disabilities, seniors with disabilities, Hispanic and Asian populations with disabilities, healthy lifestyles with disabilities, deaf/blind individuals, or homeless people with disabilities. Section 1.2 B of the SPIL was revised accordingly.

Text Box:

NYSILC 2008 

Section E: Training and Technical Assistance Needs

(From the RSA 704 Report)

  1. Diversification of Funding Base.

  2. CIL Board of Directors/Recruiting/Increasing Involvement.

  3. For Profit Subsidiaries.

  4. Outreach to Unserved/Underserved Populations/Rural.

  5. Fee-for-Service Approaches.

  6. Networking Strategies/Community Partners.

  7. Grant Writing.

  8. Systems Advocacy.

  9. Innovative Programs/Best Practices.

10. Community/Grassroots Organizing.

VI. Financial
NYSILC filed all appropriate federal and state financial documents and reports last year. In December 2010, DeChants, Fuglein & Johnson, LLP, Certified Public Accountants, completed a positive independent fiscal audit of NYSILC for the years ending September 30, 2009 and 2010. The financial statement is provided below.

	NEW YORK STATE INDEPENDENT LIVING COUNCIL, INC.

	STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES

	FOR THE YEARS ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, 2008 AND 2007

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	2010
	 
	2009

	 
	 
	 
	 

	UNRESTRICTED NET ASSETS
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	REVENUES
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	VESID Contract
	 $            341,128 
	 
	 $            351,367 

	ILRU Contract
	                   2,536 
	 
	                   4,279 

	ARRA Contract
	                 14,273
	
	                          -

	         Contributions
	                          -
	 
	                      550

	Total Revenues
	               357,937 
	 
	               356,196 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	EXPENSES
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Program Services
	               299,439 
	 
	               317,404 

	Management and General
	                 43,582 
	 
	                 42,074 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Total Expenses
	               343,021 
	 
	               359,478 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	INCREASE (DECREASE) IN NET ASSETS
	                 14,916 
	 
	                  (3,282)

	 
	 
	 
	 

	NET ASSETS-BEGINNING
	                 39,898 
	 
	                 43,180 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	NET ASSETS-ENDING
	 $              54,814 
	 
	 $              39,898 

	 
	 
	 
	 


ATTACHMENT I
2010 NYSILC Council Members
Name, Appointment Category, Voting or Non-Voting

Christine Zachmeyer [Chair], Advocate, Voting

Bruce Darling [Vice-Chair], CIL, Voting

Lauren LeFebvre [Secretary], CIL, Voting

Douglas Usiak [Member-at-Large], CIL, Voting

Lawrence Carter-Long, Advocate, Voting

Lynn Drucker, Parent Guardian, Voting

Christina Curry, CIL, Voting

Jerrie Gamble-Henderson, Business, Voting

Anthony Richardson, Advocate, Voting

Kieran McGovern, Youth Representative, Voting

Edith Prentiss, Organization Serving, Voting

Monica Redeye, 121 Project, Voting

Susan Storms, Organizations Serving, Voting

Ramon Rodriguez, Advocate, Voting

Shelley Klein, PhD, Parent Guardian, Voting

Ralph Giordano, Other, Voting

Denise Figueroa, CIL Director Chosen, Voting

David Whalen, Parent Guardian, Voting

Kenneth Stewart, Advocate, Voting

Melanie Shaw, Other, Voting

Anthony Richardson, Advocate, Voting

Peter Kahrmann, Other, Voting

Wendy Strobel Gower, Organization Serving, Voting

Michael Peluso, Ex Officio, Non-Voting

Julie Cardone, Ex Officio, Non-Voting










