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Erie County Partners with Community Health Foundation
to Improve Disaster Response Efforts

Award will help municipalities locate residents in need

Erie County Executive Chris Collins held a press conference this evening to announce that the County will be better equipped to help the elderly and disabled in the event of an emergency thanks to a grant from the Community Health Foundation of Western and Central New York. Collins was joined by Ann Monroe, President of the Community Health Foundation and Erie County Emergency Services Commissioner Greg Skibitsky for the announcement at the Erie County Fire Training Academy in Cheektowaga. 

The grant dollars will be used to increase municipality access to a registry that will give local and county emergency coordinators vital information about the elderly, disabled and other residents who are unable to leave their homes without assistance in the event of a natural or man-made disaster. Residents with functional needs are encouraged to sign up for the registry, known as DisasterLAN, to make sure emergency services personnel know their location and needs in the event of a disaster. 

“Erie County, through the collaboration of several departments, saw the need for a tool like DiasterLAN to better serve and protect our elderly and disabled residents,” said Erie County Executive Chris Collins. “With this registry, Erie County will continue to prove itself as a nationwide leader in emergency management. I commend all of the individuals involved in this effort for recognizing the need for this important tool.” 

As a part of the grant, 16 municipalities received laptops that will allow them to access information on this confidential registry such as an individual’s name, location and identified functional needs in the event of an urgent situation. Training sessions were held to help educate coordinators on best methods to reach residents confined to their homes, and municipalities will soon put the laptops to use in creating their registries. 

“Four of the Community Health Foundation’s Health Leadership Fellows developed this project to help seniors and disabled individuals in Erie County in times of community crisis,” said Ann Monroe, president of the Community Health Foundation of Western and Central New York. “I am pleased that Erie County is furthering this effort through its leadership and support for excellent emergency management.” 

The Community Health Foundation’s Leadership Fellows, including the County’s Gavin Kasper, collaborated with several County departments including Emergency Services, Social Services, Senior Services, Health, and the Office of the Disabled. 

“This is another tool in our toolbox that will help our Emergency Managers coordinate resources when attempting to mitigate disasters,” said Commissioner Skibitsky. “It’s essential that information on residents in our communities is loaded into the Emergency Services Disaster LAN database. If utilized correctly, all Emergency Managers will have the opportunity to access this information in the event that they are faced with a disaster.” 

“Our bureaus will utilize our laptop to create, maintain and track residents who wish to be included in our registry,” said Town of Tonawanda Emergency Services Coordinator Dennis Carson. “This information is invaluable to local responders in the event of natural or man-made catastrophic event, in order to identify portions of the population which may require specialized resources and assistance.” 

The Community Health Foundation of Western and Central New York is a non-profit private foundation whose mission is to improve the health and health care of the people and communities of Central and Western New York. 

For more information on these registries or to be included in your town’s registry, contact your local emergency manager or Erie County Emergency Services Coordinator James Glass at 858-6287. 
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