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On January 24, 2012, the Navajo Nation Council unanimously voted to pass the Navajo Vulnerable Adult Protection Act, the first Navajo law to protect vulnerable adults between the ages of 18 and 54 against discrimination, abuse, retaliation, exploitation, and neglect. Before passage of this Act, Navajo law protected only children and the elderly from abuse and neglect. On February 16, 2012, Navajo Nation resident Ben Shelly will hold a press conference and sign the Act into law.  The press conference will take place at the Window Rock Sports Center on the Navajo Nation Fairgrounds and will be followed by an invitation only luncheon with the President, his staff and the 24 Navajo Nation Council Delegates.   
 
The Native American Disability Law Center has for years collaborated with the Navajo Nation Advisory Council on Disabilities, the Navajo Nation Office of Special Education and Rehabilitation Services, the San Juan Center for Independence and other groups to draft and propose legislation protecting vulnerable adults.  Hoskie Benally, the Law Center’s Community and Government Liaison, serves as President of the Advisory Council. As a result of the Law Center and its partners’ efforts, the Navajo Nation Council passed the Navajo Vulnerable Adult Protection Act, also known as the Doris Act. The Act establishes a legal framework for reporting, investigating, and prosecuting abuse and neglect committed against adults with disabilities, including those with mental illness. It is named for Doris Dennison, a Navajo community activist who works tirelessly to advocate for the rights of those with disabilities. 
 
Danny Simpson, Council Delegate from Becenti, Lake Valley, Nahodishgish, Standing Rock, Whiterock, Huerfeno, Nageezi, Crownpoint was instrumental in getting the legislation passed. Mr. Simpson worked tirelessly with disability advocates to ensure that the legislation protects individuals with disabilities and passed smoothly through the Navajo Council.
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